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PRESS RELEASE

“Innovation Oscar” for RFID application in reader research

The news magazine FOCUS implements passive measurement of reader behavior for the first time and receives international award for this pioneering innovation. Graz-based software and technology consultant RF-iT Solutions GmbH stands behind the RFID award as an innovator and consultant.

(Graz/Munich/Orlando, 2009-04-29) – The German news magazine FOCUS received the renowned “RFID Journal Award” by the internationally leading trade magazine “RFID Journal” in the category “Most Innovative Use of RFID” for creativity and technological innovation in reader research. The panel of judges in Orlando (USA) considered the use of the RFID technology in media research award-worthy. The solution was created by the Austrian RFID middleware expert and technology consultant RF-iT Solutions GmbH, who also acted as an adviser in the implementation. 

Print contact measured objectively

RFID stands for “radio frequency identification”, a radio technology that allows reading, saving and processing data without contact and intervisibility. “Together with FOCUS, we have adapted this technology, which has so far primarily been used in logistics and inventory management, unconventionally and creatively for better research of readership”, explains Dominik Berger, Managing Director of RF-iT Solutions and inventor of the so-called “M-Meter”. To that end, stamp-sized miniature chips are applied on each double page, and a reading device specially developed for FOCUS delivers accurate data from the test households showing who used which page of an issue when, how often and for how long. The use of editorial content as well as contact with advertisements can be measured passively in a magazine for the first time. The project was realized with the partners Infineon (Germany), Magellan Technologies (Australia) and RF-iT Solutions (Austria).

In a field test that is currently being conducted, FOCUS combines the RFID measurement with a copy test. In 100 households, the use of the current issue of FOCUS within a week is measured. After that week, the readers are asked what they remember about editorial content and advertisements in a copy test. “We expect revealing insight showing for which advertisements contacts are measured, and which of those advertisements the respondents then actually remember in the copy test”, explains Anna Maria Deisenberg, Head of Marketing-Research in FOCUS magazine publishing house. First results are expected for June 2009.

New market opportunities for RFID applications

In Austria, the FOCUS technology is already being used successfully in readership research. The Association of German Magazine Publishers (VDZ) is also working on a project based on the innovation of the M-Meter. “This could open up a new market for RFID applications worldwide,” Berger, who currently sells the system to media research institutes in Europe, is pleased. “The FOCUS application shows the innovative power in this technology and the opportunities that can be utilized together with creative partners”, says Berger.

Frank-Michael Müller, Managing Director of FOCUS, is happy about the award: “This award shows that FOCUS is internationally leading in the area of innovative media research. With the use of the RFID technology in readership research we can prove the strength and uniqueness of print media. Based on our measurements we can demonstrate to advertising businesses whether their advertisements produced any contacts in an issue, and if so, how many.” 

Photo download in printing quality at: www.publishfactory.at/presse. A video on this topic is available at www.medialine.de/rfid.

About RF-iT Solutions GmbH

RF-iT Solutions GmbH, Graz, Austria, a company operating in the area of RFID software and services, was established in 2005 through a management buy-out of the “RFID Software and Solutions” business unit of Infineon AG. RF-iT Solutions is the market leader in the strategic segments of the fashion and the automotive industries. The company provides RFID middleware and technology consultancy, devising comprehensive communications solutions to link together business processes, RFID technology and IT. With a staff of 36, the company focuses on the marketing and continued development of You-R® OPEN, a scalable Auto-ID software product and the world’s leading RFID OPerating ENvironment, which serves as a platform for system integrators, software manufacturers and operators. RF-iT Solutions provides system integrators with comprehensive technology consulting, serving them as a technical backbone, so that business processes that have been optimized in theory will also work when implemented in practice. In combination with the knowledge of industry experts, You-R® OPEN enables partners to provide global RFID solutions quickly, with the necessary expertise, thus allowing them to focus on added value for their customers. At its location in Graz, the company operates the „RFID/EPCglobal Test Center” for customer-specific RFID test in cooperation with GS1. The company was awarded the valued European Auto-ID Award in the category of RFID in 2006 for the convincing features of You-R® OPEN, including its functionalities and capacity for integration; it also received the German Innovation Award in 2007.

Contact:

Dominik Berger, Managing Director

RF-iT Solutions GmbH

Hans-Resel-Gasse 17a, A-8020 Graz

Tel.: +43/316/71 11 11, Fax: +43/316/71 11 11-900

E-mail: dominik.berger@rf-it-solutions.com
Internet: www.rf-it-solutions.com
