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PRESS RELEASE
RF-IT and KSA link up You-R® OPEN and Store Trace offering customers an RFID-driven solution for optimising fashion store and supply chain processes

(Düsseldorf, 27 February, 2007) – RFID technology is particularly suited to optimising processes in retail outlets, in this way generating added value. The fashion industry is therefore one of the first RFID market segments where item tagging will be deployed. In order to increase sales and to reduce costs, RFID users do not require technology, but rather overall solutions aimed at eliminating processes not creating value. Profitability can easily be improved through transparent, efficient store processes and thus larger profit margins.

KSA Store Trace and You-R® OPEN – two solutions meeting one need

Two industry leaders have decided to jointly present their solutions in order to help customers achieve speedier returns on investment. KSA has developed Store Trace, a software system for store processes that features a management dashboard specifically designed for managing store processes and applications found in the retail industry. RF-iT Solutions, an Austria-based company focused on the fashion market, has developed the RFID middleware You-R® OPEN, an award-winning, benchmark platform. The technology experts at RF-iT Solutions have built the You-R® smart fashion supply chain solutions on this platform. Together, RF-iT Solutions and KSA are able to provide customers with the first item-level RFID system covering the entire fashion supply chain.

“Our fashion customers were demanding solutions for their stores. With KSA’s Store Trace and their profound knowledge of store processes, we are able to offer an overall solution covering both the supply chain and store processes,” Dominik Berger, managing director of RF-iT Solutions, explained. “Our leading You-R® OPEN platform provides a basis for rolling out solutions quickly and for efficiently managing the new infrastructure.” The fashion market is obviously facing challenges and looking for innovative solutions. “RF-iT Solutions and KSA are able to offer this combination of advanced technology and process management software to provide fashion retailers and industries with a completely novel system based on a seamless total solution,” Bertrand Jauffret, vice-president of KSA Inc and managing director for France, added.

Virtual reality comes true

Store Trace consists of several functional modules. The store manager dashboard is a management tool providing store-to-store benchmarks. It enables improved, speedier analysis of process performance using RFID and faster identification of process change priorities. The Store Operations Tool controls a variety of processes, e.g. for receiving goods more quickly and accurately, for efficiently replenishing sales floor stock from the backroom and for improving customer assistance, on-shelf availability and stock file accuracy. The Shop Designer, a virtual store, allows simulation of future product movements and thus training of employees. 

The RFID middleware You-R® OPEN serves as the operating environment for the distributed RFID infrastructure. With this operating environment RF-iT Solutions intend to set a de facto standard in the area of AUTO-ID and RFID system software. It allows pilot projects to be carried out efficiently, while providing a scalable architecture for rolling out projects quickly, with no changes to the architecture. As RFID technology is evolving rapidly, You-R® OPEN allows the best and most economical hardware to be deployed in solutions, without having to change application software. In addition, You-R® OPEN supports the use of existing enterprise software, to the end of optimally processing data provided by RFID processes – regardless of the readers and tags used in the specific case. The platform offers a variety of IT tools for every project phase, from development and implementation on down to maintenance. 

“We have done ROI calculations, and these reveal that there is much to be gained from optimising store processes. We are convinced that the combined joint solution offered by Store Trace and You-R® OPEN will provide customers with tremendous benefits,” Bertrand Jauffret announced. Efficient business process management is a must in the highly competitive fashion market, and those companies who manage their shops most efficiently will take the lead. “For RF-iT and KSA, this is an opportunity to present an overall solution to the fashion market, one that is efficient, easy to use, cost-effective, and relieves management of technology and implementation headaches in order to be able to focus on managing the business as well as on process efficiency and increased profitability,” Dominik Berger stated in conclusion. 

About KSA

KSA is the leading global management and technology consulting firm specialising in the retail and consumer goods industries. They deliver outstanding business benefits to clients through integrated programmes enhancing efficiency, aimed at business growth, margin management, inventory efficiency, productivity and effective deployment of technology. KSA’s core competency is the optimisation of the entire value chain. Working closely together with manufacturers and retailers, they develop and implement integrated solutions encompassing the entire supply chain, from raw materials to end consumers. The clients include leaders in retailing as well as suppliers of the world’s most prominent brands.
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About RF-iT Solutions GmbH

RF-iT Solutions GmbH of Graz, Austria was founded in 2005 through a management buy-out of the “RFID Software and Solutions” business division of Infineon AG. RF-iT Solutions GmbH devise comprehensive communications solutions to link together enterprise business processes with RFID technology and IT. With a staff of 25, the company is focused on the marketing and continued development of You-R® OPEN, a scalable Auto-ID software product, and of complementary services. In combination with the knowledge of experts, You-R® OPEN allows system integrators and software manufacturers to enter the RFID market quickly and with the required background. On the basis of the convincing features of You-R® OPEN, including its functionalities and capacity for integration, RF-iT Solutions was awarded the valued European Auto-ID Award in the category of RFID in 2006. With RF-iT focused on the market segments of the fashion and automotive industries, multiplication of RF-iT’s products is facilitated within the rapidly developing RFID market through certified You-R® OPEN partners. The company operates the “RFID Solution Excellence Center”, for RFID testing tailored to customer needs, at the business site in Graz Austria.
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