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PRESS RELEASE
RF-iT Solutions Wins in RFID Category at the German Innovation Award 2007
You-R® OPEN Auto-ID operating system by RF-iT Solutions chosen as best solution for small and medium-sized companies.
(Graz, 3 April 2007) – Each year the German Initiative Mittelstand and Huber Verlag für Neue Medien award a total of 150,000 euros in prizes for innovations that support small and medium-sized companies in becoming more competitive. The award-winning products and applications are from the areas of information and communications technology and from the high-tech sector. More than anything else, creative and practical ideas make these products and solutions stand out.
This year, the Graz, Austria-based technology craftsmen RF-iT Solutions were able to convince the jury of the German Innovation Award, taking first place in the RFID category thanks to the new features of the company’s IT solution, the You-R® OPEN OPerating-ENvironment. The software platform was selected from a pool of over 1,200 entries as one of the most innovative and attractive solutions for small and medium-sized companies. 
Fast implementation and success guaranteed
Just as it is today unimaginable for a PC to run without an operating system, in the future RFID-driven processes will not be viable without an operating environment. Once it is possible, using suitable software modules, to integrate RFID processes with legacy business IT systems and to react flexibly to optimization requirements placed by companies, RFID implementation will lead even more quickly to results. RF-iT solutions has already marked an important milestone in this endeavour with the You-R® OPEN OPerating-ENvironment, which may be employed in a vast array of industries.
“Everything that paves the way for RFID-driven processes to make in-roads into businesses, and that makes RFID solutions technically feasible and economically attractive, is a valuable tool for supporting the spread of this technology. An important building block here is the interface with the IT infrastructure already existing within businesses. If RFID processes are able, using suitable software modules, to be integrated with existing IT systems and to react flexibly to optimization requirements placed by companies, RFID implementation will lead even more quickly to results,” the jury gave as the reasons for the choice. 
RFID: tremendous market growth forecast
The influence of RFID technology on industries such as the automotive industry, logistics and wholesaling and retailing will grow at an exponential rate within the next five years, and RFID will come to drive industry processes with lasting effect – so the findings of a recent VDEB survey. While only a handful of RFID projects had been realized prior to 2006, i.e. between two and ten projects a year, RFID companies are expecting greatly increased business volumes in 2007 and 2008. 51.5 per cent of those surveyed are expecting annual growth rates of more than ten per cent. In order to further promote the RFID business, research experts cite the need for active system integrators with direct customer contact as well as for companies like RF-iT solutions, which engineer and further develop the technology to bridge the gap between RFID processes and legacy IT infrastructure. Ease of use as well as decentralized employment, for example along logistics chains, are considerations that smooth the way for introducing RFID-driven processes to businesses and make such solutions not only technically feasible but also economically attractive.
You-R® OPEN – flexible and clearly structured
The Austrian technology consulting and software company RF-iT Solutions offers the world’s leading RFID-OPerating-ENvironment You-R® OPEN. This platform for system integrators allows flexibility in use while nonetheless ensuring complex communication capabilities, so that data, once read in, is communicated to the proper destination address. Various RFID readers as well as other Auto-ID devices, such as barcode readers, can be managed with ease. A remote reader/device management system operates through a network of central control points. “This solution sets standards that ensure the kind of flexibility required so that optimization processes do, in fact, lead to the desired results more quickly, and so that small and medium-sized companies in particular are able to enter the RFID market with the required background. As long as the operating environment is employed, even if hardware changes take place in a running project, if for instance new readers are introduced, efficient integration and a high degree of protection of investment are nonetheless guaranteed,” Dominik Berger, managing director of RF-iT Solutions, explained. 
The overall design of the software platform is geared toward supporting speedy development, high quality and lean systems. In addition to basic functions, the platform offers a variety of IT tools for every project phase, from development and implementation on down to maintenance. Ready-made “building blocks” can generally be employed. Even if these need to be adapted, integrators are able to customize and expand functionalities themselves. This is possible thanks to the fully integrated .net C# developer environment for programming in the You-R® OPEN OPerating ENvironment. 
The company
RF-iT Solutions GmbH, Graz, Austria, was founded in 2005 through a management buy-out of the “RFID Software and Solutions” business division of Infineon AG. RF-iT Solutions GmbH devises comprehensive communications solutions to link together enterprise business processes with RFID technology and IT. With a staff of 25, the company are focused on the marketing and continued development of You-R® OPEN, a scalable Auto-ID software product, and of complementary services. In combination with the knowledge of experts, You-R® OPEN allows system integrators and software manufacturers to enter the RFID market quickly and with the required background. On the basis of the convincing features of You-R® OPEN, including its functionalities and capacity for integration, RF-iT Solutions was awarded the valued European Auto-ID Award in the category of RFID in 2006. In the strategic market segments of the fashion and automotive industries, RF-iT Solutions continues to realize reference projects. Multiplication of these efforts is facilitated within the rapidly developing RFID market through certified You-R® OPEN partners. The company operate the “RFID Solution Excellence Center“, for RFID testing tailored to customer needs, at the business site in Graz Austria.
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