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PRESS RELEASE
Outdoor expert Northland receives award for innovative RFID anti-theft device 
Successful cooperation project between Northland GmbH, NXP and RF-iT Solutions was rewarded with the first place of the “ebiz egovernment award 2008”
(Graz, 25 September 2008) – The “ebiz egovernment award” is a business award, which was granted for the fourth time already this year for the most sustainable and creative IT solutions in business and administration. The Federal Chancellery of Austria, the platform “Digital Austria” and a number of well-known sponsors such as Siemens, Samsung and Telekom Austria support the award for Austrian benchmark solutions. “To us, the award is an important signal that we are not only a pioneer in the fashion industry with our RFID activities, but that we can also make a difference in Austria’s IT and business world”, Otto Url, responsible for the RFID project for Northland GmbH, is pleased about the award.
Radio-frequency identification (RFID) is already being used successfully in anti-theft devices in different industries, ranging from immobilizers in vehicles to DVDs in retail. Northland, an expert for outdoor clothing and equipment, has recently also started to focus on RFID to secure merchandise. The manufacturer of textiles for extreme sports has shown at its shop in Graz that the technology surpasses conventional applications by far in terms of efficiency and transparency and not only opens up theoretical solution potential, but also provides tangible economic advantages. This is why the company, together with its project partners NXP Semiconductors and RF-iT Solutions, was awarded first place of the “ebiz egovernment award 2008” in the Federal State of Styria. The solution by the three Styrian companies, which is “prizeworthy” in many ways, represents a worldwide innovation: for the first time, the RFID-UHF technology was combined with an anti-theft device in a price tag that can be used directly in retail. 
„The objective must be to determine an accurate stock of articles in the sales area as often as possible, which requires a lot of work and manual counting today. A direct impact on the availability of merchandise for the customer and subsequently on the company’s turnover were confirmed by the project”, explains Alexander Gauby from RF-iT Solutions. Compared to a manual stock-take, which takes about 1.5 hours at the reference shop, the same stock-take was performed in just under 5 minutes using RFID.

Some 1,300 different outdoor products such as jacket, pants, sweaters, backpacks and thermos flasks have since been fitted with such RFID tags, storage media which not only contain information on the respective article but also an anti-theft device. Any theft is displayed on the cashier monitor. This may be complemented by an optical or acoustic alarm. “The RFID anti-theft device shows not only that a product has been stolen, but also which product and when. This information enables us to pay special attention to product groups and times particularly susceptible to theft”, Url explains. At the same time, stolen products can be re-ordered immediately in order to ensure availability in the shop.
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About Northland GmbH

This Austrian company offers shop-in-shop concepts as well as franchise chains in 36 countries. In China and South America, Northland ranks amongst the best-selling outdoor brands. The company continues to be privately owned by the Pichler family. Gerwalt Pichler, the company founder, was an extreme athlete, frequently dissatisfied with the quality of his sports clothing. In response, he started designing his own clothing for extreme sports beginning in 1973.
About NXP Semiconductors

NXP is a leading semiconductor company, which was established by Philips over 50 years ago. Headquartered in the Netherlands, the group currently has 31,000 employees in 20 countries. In 2007, revenues amounted to USD 6.3 billion. NXP develops semiconductors, system solutions and software providing better sensory experiences in applications such as mobile phones, personal media players, TVs, set-top boxes, identification applications, cars and many other electronic devices. More information on NXP is available at www.nxp.com.
In Austria, NXP operates two global headquarters with a total of approximately 800 employees: the competence center for the development and production of mobile acoustic solutions such as loudspeakers for mobile telephones in Vienna, and the development center for contact-free RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) semiconductors in Gratkorn. These two locations are world market and technology leaders in their respective segments.
About RF-iT Solutions GmbH

RF-iT Solutions GmbH, Graz, Austria, a company operating in the area of RFID software and services, was established in 2005 through a management buy-out of the “RFID Software and Solutions” business unit of Infineon AG. RF-iT Solutions is the market leader in the strategic segments of the fashion and the automotive industries. The company provides RFID middleware and technology consultancy, devising comprehensive communications solutions to link together business processes, RFID technology and IT. With a staff of 25, the company focuses on the marketing and continued development of You-R® OPEN, a scalable Auto-ID software product and the world’s leading RFID OPerating ENvironment, which serves as a platform for system integrators, software manufacturers and operators. RF-iT Solutions provides system integrators with comprehensive technology consulting, serving them as a technical backbone, so that business processes that have been optimized in theory will also work when implemented in practice. In combination with the knowledge of industry experts, You-R® OPEN enables partners to provide global RFID solutions quickly, with the necessary expertise, thus allowing them to focus on added value for their customers. At its location in Graz, the company operates the „RFID/EPCglobal Test Center” for customer-specific RFID test in cooperation with GS1. The company was awarded the valued European Auto-ID Award in the category of RFID in 2006 for the convincing features of You-R® OPEN, including its functionalities and capacity for integration; it also received the German Innovation Award in 2007.
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